
WEDDING | on a budget - $500 

 
So you said, YES! Now the work begins.  For the next few months of your life leading up to “The Big Day” you will 
have many exhausting days of planning, and many frustrating moments when you feel like nothing is getting 
accomplished.  You would love to have a large wedding with all the bells and whistles, but the budget doesn’t 
allow or you would like to spend your funds elsewhere.  Well…... 

There are so many budget ideas out there for people planning their weddings.  Let’s be real about it.  No one has 
an endless budget.  However, your wedding can be a beautiful event filled with elegance, love and beauty on a 
small budget.  You have to be willing to make some compromises about venue, decor and attire.  The Before the 
Bells team has created the quince essential small budget wedding plan that can be accomplished for about 
$500.  Keep an open mind. 
 
WEDDING PLAN - $500 
This plan is for the couple who would like a small intimate wedding.  This plan is for the couple who doesn’t plan 
to have many guests and would like to share this moment with a few close friends and family.  This plan has to 
be followed exactly.  If you add items you will add to the budget. 
 
 

ITEMS                                                    GUEST COUNT  
30 to 50 

COST 

Ceremony Home FREE 

Reception Home FREE 

Rentals (tables) 5 Borrow 6’ FREE 

Rentals (chairs) Local store  70.00 

Bridal Party (flowers) 4 50.00 

Decorations minimal 100.00 

Catering Family or purchased 150.00 

Tableware borrowed FREE 

Bridal Attire Borrowed or Used 100.00 

Music MP3 FREE 

Cake Gift from friend or family  
(SAM’S 70.00) 

FREE 

Favors Homemade  25.00 

Stationery Print at work/Digital 
(ask the boss) 

FREE 

TOTAL “Something borrowed, Something new” 495.00 

 

 

Copyright 2019 - Before the Bells  All rights reserved.  
www.beforethebells.com | (703) 609-2152 

1 

http://www.beforethebells.com/


WEDDING | on a budget - $500 

 
Ceremony  
 

This wedding will have to take place in a free space.  This is  usually your home or the home of your parents or a 
close friend.  Between 10% and 20% of all ceremonies/receptions are held at home. The officiant can be a friend 
or your minister. 
 
Reception 
 

The reception will also need to take place in a free space.  Usually the same space as the ceremony. 
 
Rentals 
 

You will have to rent chairs.  The same chairs will be used for the ceremony and reception.   You should keep the 
cost between 1.00 - 1.25 a piece.  Get a chair that does not have to be covered to keep down the cost. 
 
You will have to rent tablecloths (6). 
 
You should be able to borrow some tables (5):  1  for food; 5  for guests. 
 
Bridal Party Flowers 
 

If you are having a wedding at home you should have a small bridal party (Bride, Groom, Maid/Matron of Honor 
and Bestman).  You can make silk flowers DIY or get small bouquets from Michaels or Hobby Lobby already 
made.  Use your coupons! 
 
Decorations 
 

These decorations will have to make a great statement.  The new craze is paper flowers.  You should be able to 
create beautiful decor using these.  Also, the Dollar Tree has great ideas for centerpieces.  It would be nice to 
have a door wreath that greets guests as they arrive too. 
 
Stationary 
 

Create a program (free) that is colorful to add to your decor.  Make it simple and tie a ribbon (Dollar Tree) on it. 
 
Send wedding invitations by Evite and Punchbowl. These online invitation websites will allow you to invite and 
manage your RSVP’s for free. 
 
Catering 
 

Your family will be glad to assist with creating food from a set menu that you create.  Do not let them bring a 
smorgasbord of items that do not compliment each other.  Your reception can still be an elegant event.  Or you 
can purchase food for a minimal amount (small guest list).  Here are some suggestions….  You should be able to 
create these menus for 30-50 people. 
 
Use real silverware and plates.  Borrow your mother ‘s and grandmothers china from the china cabinet.  Get the 
china, wash and wrap it in newsprint. Place in a flip top container for the reception.  Borrow your neighbors, 
moms, friends silverware (look similar).  Gather these things and place in a ziploc bag.  Get stemmed glasses 
from the Dollar Tree (50).  Purchase super fancy rectangle-shaped dinner napkins from a party store that match 
your color scheme. 
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MENU #1 
(95% of these items must come from Aldi Grocery Store) 

$2.82 per person 
 

Item Amount Estimated Cost 

COCKTAIL HOUR 

Cheese, crackers, grapes (Aldi) 
wine (donated) 

1 box of assorted crackers, 1 bunch of 
grapes 
2 types of cheese 

10.00 

DINNER 

Chicken (boneless) Get a recipe 
from Youtube or (Aldi Olive Oil 
and Herb Frozen chicken breast) 

60pcs (chicken breast frozen) 60.00 

Vegetable Medley (calliflower, 
broccoli, carrots) 

14 frozen bags 14.00 

Earthly Grains Rice Pilaf 10 boxes of rice 10.00 

Specially Selected French 
Baguette 

7 loaves 14.00 

Mixed green salad with dressing 6 bags  3 bottles of dress 20.00 

Tea 1 box lipton/1 bag of sugar/10 
lemons/ice 

17.00 

TOTAL  141.00 

USE REMAINDER FOR TAX AND INCIDENTALS 
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MENU #2 
CHINESE 

(They will give you lots of fortune cookies and sides)  
$3.50 per person 

 

Item Amount Estimated Cost 

Shrimp fried rice/Beef and 
Broccoli/Black Pepper Chicken 

10 boxes -  5 each - (choose 
two entree this will make the 
serving dish look full) 

100.00 

P.F. Chang's Home Menu Frozen 
Vegetable Mini Egg Rolls - 8ct/8.8oz 

8 ct @ 7 boxes (3.49) 25.00 

Rolls (Costco) 36 ct @ 2 bags (6.09) 13.00 

Mixed green salad with dressing 6 bags  3 bottles of dress 20.00 

Tea 1 box lipton/1 bag of sugar/10 
lemons/ice 

17.00 

TOTAL A little over budget, but you 
don’t have to cook 

175.00 
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